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MR. LINCOLN AS AN HISTORICAL PERSON-
AGE

A SPEECH DELIVERED BEFORE THE LA SALLE CLUB, CHICAGO,
FEBRUARY 12,  1889

THE services and fame of Mr. Lincoln are so identified
with the organization, doings and character of the
Republican Party, that something of the history of
that party is the necessary incident of every attempt to set
forth the services and the fame of Mr. Lincoln.

In a very important sense Mr. Lincoln may be regarded
as the founder of the Republican Party. He was its leader
in the first successful national contest, and it was during his
administration as President that the policy of the party was
developed and its capacity for the business of government
established. The Republican Party gave to Mr. Lincoln the
opportunity for the services on which his fame rests, and
the fame of Mr. Lincoln is the inheritance of the Republican
Party. His eulogy is its encomium, and therefore when we
set forth the character and services of Mr. Lincoln we set
forth as well the claims of the Republican Party to the grati-
tude and confidence of the country, and the favorable opinion
of mankind.

If it could be assumed that for the Republican Party the
Book of Life is already closed, it is yet true that that party
is an historical party and Mr/Lincoln is an historical person-
age, not less so than Cromwell, Napoleon, or Washington,
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